Kempsey Adventist School Presentation to Council
Julian – Introduction
Hi, I’m Julian, and with me are Maddy, Rohan, and Nick. We’re from Kempsey Adventist School, and today we want to talk about something important to us – road safety near schools, and how we can encourage more kids to get active by walking or riding to school.
Maddy – What exists now?
[bookmark: _Int_J8GrYzRg]Today, I want to highlight the differences in pedestrian safety measures across our local schools. When we look at the data, it's clear that some schools are well-equipped to protect students, while others fall short. For example, Aldavilla Public School stands out with features like a refuge island, kerb blisters, pram ramps, a connected footpath, and a dedicated bus bay—all within a 40km/h zone. South West Rocks Primary also has strong safety infrastructure, including a new wombat crossing and pram ramps.
[bookmark: _Int_lELvkNOO]On the other hand, schools like Willawarrin Public have no pedestrian safety features at all, despite being on a 60km/h road, which raises serious concerns. Similarly, Kempsey Adventist School is located in a 70km/h zone with only faded road markings. These conditions put students at much greater risk. Although Willawarrin road isn’t as congested as Crescent Head Road where KAS is. It is an issue that the road where KAS is is so busy with little safety precautions, especially at school pick-up and drop-off times. As a community, we need to ensure all students, regardless of where they go to school, have access to safe routes to and from their classrooms. It's time to address these gaps and make pedestrian safety a priority for every school in our region.

Nick – What Do We Propose?
As students from Kempsey Adventist School, we want to share a bigger vision for road and pedestrian safety — not just for our school, but for the wider South Kempsey community.
Our ultimate vision — if resources were unlimited — would be to have a dedicated path and bike lane running from the South Kempsey Information Centre to the residential areas off Crescent Head Road. This would give walkers and cyclists a safe, direct link between homes, community spaces, and key parts of town.
Our medium-term goal is the construction of a shared footpath connecting Kempsey Adventist School to the South Kempsey Information Centre. This would give students, families, and other community members a safe and easy way to walk or ride between these two locations. Right now, without a car, it can feel unsafe and difficult to travel along Crescent Head Road, especially across the bridge at Rudders Lagoon.
In the short term, we would like to see two key actions:
1. A pedestrian refuge island installed at the front of Kempsey Adventist School, giving students, parents, and pedestrians a safe place to pause before crossing the busy road — especially during school pick-up times.
2. Kempsey Adventist School to be included in the road safety and safe access audits around schools, which are part of the current Road Safety Strategy actions.
We know there may be challenges in achieving these goals, and Rohan will speak more about that now.
Rohan – How Can We Do Better?
We understand that funding is often the biggest challenge for projects like this. At our last workshop, many ideas came back to two key questions: What spaces would we use? and How much would it cost?
After some research, our team discovered the Get NSW Active Funding program. According to their guidelines, our proposal is eligible. They also outline what makes a strong application, and we believe our project ticks several boxes.
Firstly – they look for projects that make a big difference in the number of people walking or riding for day-to-day trips. Our proposal would do exactly that – providing safe walking and riding options for students travelling to Kempsey Adventist School and for residents heading to and from town.
Secondly – they value projects that unlock significant connections and remove major barriers. A key barrier in our community is safety: many people don’t feel safe walking on the road. A dedicated footpath would remove that concern.
Thirdly – they seek to address unsafe areas. This path would not only improve safety, but also enhance the area around KAS, creating a welcoming and accessible space for walking and cycling.
Finally, the guidelines mention that a path should be low-intensity, comfortable, and easy to use. The route we’re proposing meets this perfectly – with only gentle slopes and gradual bends.
In the short term, we’d also like to see parts of our proposal included in the Pedestrian Access and Mobility Plan, which hasn’t been updated since July 2016.
Nick – Why should our proposal be added?

• The Road Safety Strategy 2023–2033 highlights that three of the top five community concerns are:
   1. Not enough safe cycling paths
   2. Not enough footpaths for pedestrians
   3. Conflicts between vehicles and cyclists on the roads
• On page 34 of that same document, there are several actions that align with our proposal:
   - Actions 12–15: to improve safety for cyclists and pedestrians, especially around schools
   - Action 24: is dedicated to safe speeds around schools – which supports changing the nearby 70km/h zone to 50km/h before the school zone
   - Action 39: addresses improving overall road safety near schools
• There is also a history of community interest. In January 2018, the council received five separate requests for an off-road cycleway from Kempsey to Crescent Head.
Rohan – Kempsey Bike Plan Loops & Conclusion
Before wrapping up, I also want to reiterate something important about Kempsey Shire’s aspirational plan to build an intertown cycling network. We think it’s an awesome initiative, but one significant roadblock to its success is the lack of a shared path or pedestrian bridge over Rudders Lagoon.
Right now, anyone walking or riding has no choice but to step into, or ride along, a very narrow driving lane to cross. That’s already unsafe on its own, but it’s even more concerning because it’s in a 70km/h zone. Without addressing this crossing, the wider cycling network won’t achieve its full potential. 
In conclusion, our proposal meets state funding criteria, addresses community safety concerns, aligns with current strategic actions, and reflects long-standing public requests. Most importantly, it would make our community safer, more connected, and more active.
